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Devoted husband and father and loyal friend Lenard Larry Hovde, 72, of Castle Rock passed away Sept. 12, 2013, at the Hospice Care Center.

He was born May 18, 1941, in Enterprise, Ore., to Kerner and Veta (Dougherty) Hovde. He graduated from high school in Selah, Wash., and attended Yakima Valley College.

He married Lindarae Caldwell in Yakima in 1963 and they moved to Castle Rock the following year.

Lenard served three years in the Navy during the Vietnam War aboard the submarine USS Sea Robin. He retired from Weyerhaeuser Co. as a papermaker in 2003. Lenard also worked as a beekeeper. He was a member of Castle Rock Christian Church and enjoyed researching family and church history. He enjoyed visiting with family and keeping up the news of his brothers’ apple orchards in Pasco and Ephrata, Wash.

How do you describe a man like Lenard? When you say he was a devoted husband, father, uncle, brother and friend, which he most certainly was, it might sound stereotypical. Lenard was anything but stereotypical. His cackling laugh made others laugh. His ability to offer exuberant hospitality welcomed strangers and friends alike. The way he poured himself into his passions and projects brought people together and accomplished great feats. His incredible hard work provided for his family and inspired many. His integrity, with his deep sense of fairness and justice, made him a man of character. For these things, and many more, Lenard will be deeply missed by those he impacted far and wide.

Lenard is survived by his wife, Lindarae Hovde at home; five daughters, Deborah Odell of West Linn, Ore., Kristen Miller of West Palm Beach, Fla., Sandra Williams of Athol, Idaho, Sheryl Schimunek of Vancouver, British Columbia, and Sheryl Hobbs of Merritt Island, Fla.; 11 grandchildren; two brothers; a sister; and numerous nieces and nephews, including Angela Hoffman of Crofton, Md., and Jonathan Berndt of Beaverton, Ore., whom Lenard helped raise.

A celebration of Lenard’s life is planned for 11 a.m. Saturday at the Castle Rock Christian Church with Pastor John Leffler officiating. Viewings are planned from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday at Hubbard Funeral Home in Castle Rock.

Lenard served aboard USS Sea Robin SS-407 as EN2(SS) from 1966-1969.

Sailor, Rest Your Oar.

